THE ACHIEVEMENT  OF  STRESEMANN                 93

had been no irresponsibles to incite it, which it would have felt
instinctively to be a policy of impotent surrender. It is question-
able if even a Bismarck without the absolutely trustworthy backing
of an army could have forced it upon Germany. The Cuno cabinet
therefore improved on the famous choice between two evils; it
chose a third one,, and with the unanimous and almost passionate
support of the people proclaimed passive resistance in the Ruhr
which, it announced, would be supported to the last limit of the
national resources. That was deceiving the nation for, apart
altogether from the fact that these resources were feeble in the
extreme, they could not use the last resource; that was already
barred to them. But the risk of the consequences of that
deceit had to be taken; with the decision as announced neither
Nationalists nor Socialists could well quarrel, and after all the
fact that neither the government nor the nation could make good
the proud words of the defiance was immaterial if the end meant
a recovery of the national spirit.

Whether any persons in responsible positions in Germany ever
really believed that they could be made good is very doubtful.
In a mere struggle to see which side could hold out long enough
the Germans were heavily handicapped. The victory to be gained
was only the negative one of being the last to persist in a struggle
that could bring no advantage to either side, but even that would
be a victory. The immediate gain was an assertion of the existence
of a national unity such as had seemed to have vanished altogether.
There was no more question of sabotage and quarrel in the front
line; in the Ruhr Communists were as determined in their resis-
tance as Freikorps men. But once again it was found impossible
in the absence of leaders to create a political unity which would
correspond to the national unity. All through a period of extreme
crisis the cabinet was perpetually at the mercy of a snap vote in
parliament. Party feud rose ever higher thanks to the provocative
tactics of the Nationalists and their extremist allies who sought
consistently to make party capital out of the resistance or to goad
the government into action, the responsibility for which there was
no possibility of bringing home to them, action which from the
diplomatic point of view was undesirable and from the practical